
   
FAQ - PermaPack®  Verses Orange Silica Gel  
Can PermaPack® be compared to silica gel?  No, PermaPack® is not comparable to silica gel. PermaPack® is a natural, non-toxic, fully sustainable dehumidifier containing no chemicals whilst posing no risk to the environment. Unlike silica gel, PermaPack® can absorb more than twice its own weight in water, is completely natural as well as safe for people, children, pets and the environment. Additionally, PermaPack® can be regenerated in a normal domestic oven at a high temperature without the risk of toxic gases or contamination of food. 
Is orange silica gel toxic?  Orange silica gel may NOT come into contact with food. This is because orange silica gel contains methyl violet, a colour-indicating dye that acts as an indicator and potentially harmful if ingested or inhaled. In Europe, orange silica gel is classified as an ecotoxin, a toxic substance that affects the environment, resulting in changes to organisms or ecosystems.  
Is orange silica gel carcinogenic?  Orange silica gel coloured with phenolphthalein has been listed as carcinogenic under US Proposition 65, officially known as the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986. The Act stipulates that businesses must issue warnings about potential exposure to chemicals that can cause cancer, birth defects or other reproductive harm. 
What are the potential health risks of heating orange silica gel in a normal domestic oven?  Heating silica gel above 120°C (248°F) can result in the release of harmful fumes. Inhaling dust or fumes can cause asthma, bronchitis and other respiratory problems. For this reason, extra caution needs to be exercised when drying silica gel, especially when using a normal domestic oven. Safer and more effective alternatives include using a hotbed or specialised equipment designed for this purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


